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tual clap of thunder.... O Deity! either thunder to us no more, or when you thunder, do it home, and strike with vengeance to the mark... .Tis not enough to raise a storm, unless you follow it with a blow, and the thunder without the bolt, signifies just nothing at all....Are then your lightnings of so short a sight, that they don't know how to hit, unless a mountain stands like a barrier in their way? Or perhaps so many eyes open in the firmament make you lose your aim when you shoot the arrow? Is it this? No! but, my dear Lord, it is your custom never to take hold of your arms till you have first bound round your majestic countenance with gathered mists and clouds."
The principles of the Philosophy of the Expansive and  Contractive Forces----By Robert Greene,1 M.A., Fellow of Clare
Hall    Cambridge, 1727, folio.
Sanderson2 writes to Jones,3 "The gentleman has been reputed mad for these two years last past, but never gave the world such ample testimony of it before." This was said of a former work of Greene's, on solid geometry, published in 1712, in which he gives a quadrature.4 He gives the same or another, I do not know which, in the present work, in which the circle is 3% diameters. This volume is of 981 good folio pages, and treats of all things, mental and material. The author is not at all mad, only wrong on
1 Greene (1678-1730) was a very eccentric individual and was generally ridiculed by his contemporaries. In his will he directed that his body be dissected and his skeleton hung in the library of King's College, Cambridge. Unfortunately for his fame, this wish was never carried out.
2This was the historian, Robert Sanderson (1660-1741), who spent most of his life at Cambridge.
31 presume this was William Jones (1675-1749) the friend of Newton and Halley, vice-president of the Royal Society, in whose Synopsis Palmariorum Matheseos (1706) the symbol ir is first used for the circle ratio.
*This was the Geometrica solidorum, sivc materiae, seu de varia compositione, progressione, rationequc velocitatwn, Cambridge, 1712. The work was parodied in A Taste of Philosophical Fanaticism.. .by a gentleman of the University of Gratz.